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All these organs at scattered spots became reddish-brown on the application 
of iodine; so also did some minute portions of the fibroid deposit in lung. 
Numerous deposits in and ulcerations of ileum. Mesenteric glands enlarged. 

Dr. C. J. B. Williams regarded the disease called by Dr. Clark fibrous 
phthisis as of the same nature with that observed in two*cases published by 
himself thirty-three years before. This disease had subsequently been described 
by Dr. Corrigan, of Dublin, as cirrhosis of the lung. He believed that it always 
originated in pleuro-pneumonia, and considered that its most characteristic 
peculiarity consisted in the contraction of the diseased organ, or rather of the 
fibroid material deposited in it, and in the consequent dilatation of the bronchial 
tubes. This deposit of what he had then called “ cacoplastic” lymph, no doubt 
often occurred as a disease of itself, but he thought it was most frequent as a 
modification of ordinary phthisis; its pathological relation to truly tuberculous 
deposits appeared to him to be very close. The latter, which in his Principles 
of Medicine he had designated “ aplastic," seemed to him to differ from the 
former principally in its tendency to softening and disintegration; but he re¬ 
garded this difference as one rather of degree than of nature, for all gradations 
were met with between them. Those cases of phthisis in which the pulmonary 
disease tends to assume the fibrous character might be generally distinguished 
by the collapse of the affected side of the chest, and by the displacement of the 
heart upwards, especially where extensive softening and excavation of the dis¬ 
eased organ had previously taken place. But the character which it is most 
important to recognize is their slowness of progress, for it is to this tendency to 
chronicity that they owe their comparative curability. The result of post-mortem 
examination seemed to show that the anatomical peculiarity of fibrous phthisis 
consists in the substitution of a fibrous for a corpuscular deposit, which, notwith¬ 
standing, is so far 11 cacoplastic” as to be capable of cheesy degeneration. The 
marked tendency which exists to obsolescence is indicated by puckering and 
cicatrization, processes contrasted strongly with the deliquescence and breaking 
down of tissue which are the anatomical expression of the more acute forms of 
consumption.— Med. Times and Gazette, March 14,1868. 

37. Gold Water Treatment of Typhus Fever. —E. Brand, in a work recently 

published at Berlin, confirms the observations of Jiirgenssen as to the efficacy 
of cold water, applied externally, in the treatment of typhus. The propriety of a 
repetition of the cold water he would decide by its effects in the reduction of the 
temperature of the patient’s skin. He directs the application of the cold water 
to be resorted to and persisted in whenever the temperature at the armpits rises 
to and continues at 39.50° Cent. Jiirgenssen directs this whenever the tempe¬ 
rature within the anus is at 40° Cent., and to prevent a rise in the temperature 
subsequently to the use of the cold bath, that the patient, without being wiped 
dry, should be put to bed and have his breast and abdomen covered with cloths 
wet with cold water. By this treatment Dr. B. maintains that in cases of 
abdominal typhus the occurrence of intestinal ulceration may be prevented; 
the only inconvenience in any case being the occurrence of a slight catarrhal 
affection. By this method of treating typhus only from four to six cold baths 
were required in the course of the twenty-four hours. Dr. B. claims for the 
treatment of typhus by applications of cold water to the surface, when employed 
from the commencement of the attack, the promptitude and efficacy of almost a 
specific: by it, he asserts, typhus (including the exanthematic form) may be 
materially shortened in duration, and its mortality very much reduced.— Gen- 
tralblatt f. d. Medicinisch. Wissenschaften, 1868. D. F. C. 

38. Capsicum in Delirium Tremens. —A further experience (see Nos. of 
this Journal for July, 1866, p. 241, and January, 1867, p. 248) has confirmed 
Dr. Lyons in his opinions of the value of capsicum in delirium tremens, more 
especially in those cases in which opium has been already tried and failed to 
produce sleep. 

“ In a considerable number of cases, Dr. Lyons has found that a single dose 
of capsicum—twenty to thirty grains, according to the urgency of the symptoms 
—suffices to produce rest, sleep, and consciousness. In exceptional instances, 
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however, a second and even a third dose has been required, before full tranquil¬ 
lity was produced. Thus, in a case recently under treatment in the Hardwicke 
Hospital, the patient, after a period of tranquillity, had, as it were, a relapse 
into tremor and delirium, on two distinct occasions, and require a second and 
third dose of the drug, when eventually full relief to all the symptoms was pro¬ 
duced, and the patient was pronounced well. 

“As a practical point, it would seem worthy of special comment, that Dr. 
Lyons has found that the drug is well borne, and tranquillizes the stomach in 
cases in which irritability and vomiting are present as a very troublesome com¬ 
plication. In several such instances, the administration of the drug has been 
followed by immediate relief to the gastric symptoms. 

“ Dr. Lyons sums up his experience of the drug as follows : 1. Capsicum is 
a valuable and reliable drug when opium fails, or is, for any cause, contraindi¬ 
cated. 2. It is a safe drug for general employment in delirium tremens, and, as 
such, may be confidently recommended to the country practitioner for general 
employment. 3. It is not open to the objection which attaches to the continued 
use of opium, which, when it fails to tranquillize and produce sleep, adds to the 
state of excitement; and, if pursued beyond a certain limit, kills, as it has 
undoubtedly done in numerous instances, by suddenly induced opium-coma. 4. 
In some few instances, Dr. Lyons informs us, he has employed capsicum in the 
delirium of fever, when opium had failed to induce sleep, and with marked suc¬ 
cess in certain cases. 

“Asa member of the family of solanaceous plants, capsicum might, A 'priori , 
have been expected to contain a narcotic principle. As yet, the alkaloid in 
which it resides has not been isolated; but, in some researches on the subject, 
conducted at the request of Dr. Lyons, M. Alphonse Gages, a distinguished 
member of the chemical staff of the College of Sciences for Ireland, has found 
sufficient indications of its presence to warrant him in predicting its ultimate 
detection and isolation. It will, Dr. Lyons expects, form a valuable boon to 
practical medicine, when isolated and eliminated from the acrid oils of the cap¬ 
sicum fruit.”— Brit. Med. Journal, Nov. 7, 18C8. 

39. Cure of a very advanced Case of Progressive Muscular Atrophy of all 
the Limbs, by the Constant Galvanic Current. —Dr. Naskmann relates a most 
important instance of the curative effect of the constant current in this terrible 
disease. The patient was a young man of nineteen ; and the complaint seemed 
to follow measles, and to be immediately precipitated by severe exertion with 
the arms. The development of the muscular atrophy was uncommonly rapid ; 
only about two and a half months were required to briDg about complete para¬ 
lysis, the patient being able neither to walk, stand, nor sit up. The electric 
contractility 1 is said to have diminished pari passu with the extension of the 
atrophy. Microscopic examination of portions of the atrophied muscles 
(extracted with the “ harpoon”) exhibited fatty change; and it is remarkable 
that the process of cure seemed to restore the muscular fibres to their primi¬ 
tive healthy condition, without the generation of any new muscular tissue. The 
peripheral terminations of the nerves were not observed to be degenerated at 
all. The cure was accomplished by the application of a current from twenty 
Siemens-Halske’s (Daniell) cells. The seances were ten minutes long, the cop¬ 
per pole being placed on the nape of the neck, the zinc pole on the cervical 
sympathetic for five minutes each side. This was continued for three months ; 
and during the next three months thq copper pole was applied over the lower, 
and the zinc pole over the upper part of the cervical sympathetic. The 
improvement was very rapid and decided, beginning to be perceived even after 
only one week of treatment. It should be mentioned that the induced current, 
which was tried in the first instance, only gave pain, without doing any good. 
In less than eighteen months the cure was complete.— The Practitioner, Dec. 
1868, from Berlin Klin. Wochenschr., 37, 1868. 


1 It is not said whether this was susceptibility to the induced or the constant 
current. 



